Male OPEN weight category of the Baltic Grand Prix 2009 (23.05.2009) was held under the modified WKF 2009 rules.

Main modifications made to the WKF 2009 rules:

1. The Refereeing Panel for each match shall consist of one Referee, 4 (four) Judges and one arbitrator (Kansa).
2.  The Referee does not take part in awarding points to the contestants.
In the beginning and during the breaks of the match the referee is facing the judges’ table. 

The responsibility of the Referee is to make sure that the rules are followed.  
The Referee stops the match when…

…he sees prohibited behavior; 
…at least two of the judges signal the point for one of the contestants; 

…the Kansa blows the whistle.
The Referee declares the points that are awarded by the Judges. 

When the Referee sees the prohibited behavior he stops the match, shows the sign of the foul and the degree of the penalty. Then he asks the Judges to support him or not. Warnings and penalties are imposed based on the majority opinion of the Refereeing Panel (1 Referee and 4 Judges). 

When the doctor is called to the tatame, the Kansa should come to the contestant and participate in the discussion. When an injury takes place the Referee shows the sign of the foul and the degree of the penalty, in this case, the Judges must support the Referee.
3.  Four Judges (4) are located in the corners of the tatame. 

During the match the Judges can only award points. 

Warnings and penalties are imposed based on the majority opinion of the Refereeing Panel. 

The decision of awarding points is based on the majority of the Judges, who have given the points. If simultaneously two Judges award points to Aka and other two to Ao, in case if the points are the same, then points should be awarded to both contestants. 
When the match is stopped because of the prohibited behavior the Judges should support the Referees opinion with the corresponding gesture or seat still if they do not support the Referee.

In the future the Judges are planned to be provided by the consoles with the buttons of points for Aka and Ao and also with the button to support Referees opinion on penalties. Consoles will be connected to the scoreboard. The time of the match will be stopped and the stop signal will sound automatically if at least two of the Judges simultaneously press the same point button on the console for one of the contestants. 

4. Imposing of higher degree of penalty, when there is less than 10 seconds to go, is canceled.

The penalty for avoiding combat could be imposed in any time of the match.

5. If both contestants wrestle standing for more than 3 seconds the match should be stopped and     no warnings or penalties should be imposed. If there were no attempts of throws, contestants should be penalized according to the Category 2.

6. Points are not awarded for the penalties of the opponent.
7. Hantei is declared after the regular time of the match ends. The decision will be made by vote of the Referee and four Judges.
8. Coaches are located behind the safe area of the tatame, near the Judges’ table.

NOTE: There could be no excessive contact in case of use of allowed technique to the allowed area of the torso of the opponent, if both senior contestants are in the same weight category and are standing. Controlled technique should be awarded with points, even if the opponent is knocked down or out. 
Other provisions in accordance with the rules of WKF 2009.
The author of changed rules WKF- SC BUDO (Estonia).  Aleksandr Zykov. Tel. +372-5026205. 

